2007 Anza Days Parade Theme Contest 
Winning Essay Contest


“Happy Days”
Remembering the 1950s
By Kelly Clark 
         For the 2007 Anza Days Parade, I believe there needs to be a theme in which the entire community could participate in, easy to decorate for, as well as be able to relate to in a spirited and enthusiastic way. So I think it would be perfect if we focused on a "Happy Days" theme, (based off of the 50's TV show) and include an array of old cars for those in the community who have pride in their vehicles, as well as the great music of Elvis and Roy Rogers, all of which is based and decorated in 50's theme. This way, neighbors of all ages can participate from those who remember the days of Elvis, Roy Rogers, country doctors, neighbors helping neighbors, and even the youth of the community. Knowing that in the 50's, small, rural communities were proud of the local high school football team, a football float would be perfect to recognize a major part of Anza Pride, and demonstrate the connection between the past and present. We are blessed to live in a town where "old-school" traditions such as friendly neighbors and local pride are still alive, and I think there is no better way to celebrate that than to hold a parade in its honor.
